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Thickwood Heights School is an elementary school located in Fort McMurray and is part of the Fort McMurray
Public School District. We are a Leader in Me, Apple and Downie Wenjack Legacy School. Thickwood is situated in
a lower/middle socioeconomic neighborhood and offers a daily breakfast and lunch program. Our annual theater
production is a highlight for families, and our grade five and six students compete city wide in a variety of sports.

In the spring of 2023, Thickwood Heights School consists of 10 classes with a total of 229 ECDP - Grade 6
Students. Our Division One classes make up 62% of our population and our Division Two students are 48% of our
community. Of our 229 students, 16% identify as First Nations, Metis or Inuit and 4% of are English Language
Learners. Across Early learning and both divisions 7% of students have Behaviour Plans, 12% of students have
Individual Program Plans, and 8% of students have Learning Support Plans. Our school counsellor does individual
or group counselling with 36% of our Division Two students and 24% of our Division One students.

Our school has a total of 12 ATA staff and 13 CUPE staff members serving the needs of our students, including a
music teacher, part-time learning assistance coordinator and part-time counsellor. We also have an active Parent
Advisory Council and Student Council that support the school through feedback on events and programming, and
assisting in community connections. Our PAC provided feedback on our assurance plan, goals, and ideas for
literacy and regulation support. Staff meet in division level groups with administration, LAC and our counsellor using
the collaborative response model (CRM) during our PLF days to triangulate data, needs and supports, and reflect
on the input of interventions throughout the school year.

The school motto is “where the arts come alive” and the arts are celebrated in every class at our school. There is an
annual spring theater production, an established music program with lessons three times a week for each class, and
an after school art program. We also have a dedicated art room and work with community partners, like Keyano
College, to infuse arts education into every classroom. During PLF, staff members present on art techniques and
projects that can be used across grades, and art is infused in our literacy education and parent evenings.

In addition to our focus on the arts, Thickwood Heights emphasizes the need to increase public awareness and
understanding of the history of residential schools and their legacy. We have a First Nations liaison staff member
who works in a variety of ways with teachers to academically and emotionally support indigenous students and to
promote indigenous culture. To raise awareness and act in reconciliation, our school promotes the seven sacred
teachings and is a Downie Wenjack Legacy School. We participate in Secret Path week to raise money in support
of the Gord Downie Chanie Wenjack Foundation and were awarded the Board of Trustees School Community
Initiative Awards for our Secret Path Art Display and open house in 2021.

“Leadership” at Thickwood Heights is an umbrella term that encompasses the many character traits and basic life
skills necessary to thrive in the 21st century. We hold monthly assemblies and celebrate students in each grade
who demonstrate our “Thunderbird” characteristics of active citizenship. The assemblies are led by students who
developed our Thunderbird criteria. Our grade five and six classes assist with Division One lunchtime and the
Student Council meets weekly to lead school events, like talent shows and smoothie days. Students in Division Two
lead intramurals in the gym, and have received PALs leadership training. At Thickwood the seven habits and the
seven teachings work hand in hand as we braid indigenous and western ways of being and knowing.

Tifanie Book 4
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Explore - Analyze and Interpret

Develop - Identification of Problem, Strategy and Plan
Take Action - Implement and Adjust

Evaluate - Impact on Outcomes

High-Quality Learning Opportunities for All
Excellence in Student Learning Outcomes
Supporting First Nations, Métis and Inuit Students
Highly Responsive and Responsible Jurisdiction
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Overall Accountability Pillar Results from Spring 2022 report were above provincial average in satisfaction with the school
educational quality and stakeholders feeling that Thickwood is safe and caring. In Division Two, our students are excellent readers
with the majority reading at grade level. In the OurSchool Survey, students rated Thickwood above the Canadian Norm for advocacy «
school feellng like they have someone who provides encouragement and can be turned to for advice.

theracy Increase student achievement through instruction, interventions and parent involvement, specifically reading
comprehension, accuracy and fluency and writing. In Division One 61% of students are reading at grade level and in Division Two 429
of students are writing at grade level. By June 2024, 80% of Division One students will be at grade level for reading and 75% of
Division Two students will be at or above report card writing category targets.

Regulation- Increase student achievement through directly teaching and modeling emotional regulation strategies. There were 225
behaviour meetings and parent contacts to support regulation by April 2023 and 34% of our Division Two students see individual or
group counselling at Thickwood. By June 2024, students and staff will be able to identify strategies for regulation and practice them
dally in thelr classroom

School Specific: ECDP to Grade 6 Elementary School - Learning through the Arts Focus
Programs: DWF Legacy School, LIM School, APPLE School, Arts Theatrical Production
School Culture: Established teaching staff with two new teachers new Prmupal LAC Counsellor in 2022

1 PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
o Support from FMPSD Literacy and Numeracy Coordinators
Regulated Classroom, Leader in Me and Seven Teaching Character Education
o Collaborative grade level groups with Term Reviews on interventions, new curriculum and resources
o Collaborative Response Model for targeted interventions (both literacy and regulation)
2. MATERIAL RESOURCES
o Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Benchmarking Kits and Leveled Intervention Kits, FNMI dedicated space and resources,
Empowering Writers and 6 + 1 Traits of Writing, Bookflix, Trueflix, Tumblebooks, Reading Eggs, Accelerated Reader
o The Regulated Classroom, WITs Program, Leader In Me Website, Seven Sacred Teachings Resources
3. HUMAN RESOURCES
o Staff Experts (Art, Music, Drama, LAC, FNMI), Division Consultants, Division Family Counsellor and Child Play Therapist,
parent involvement with supports, PAC
o Communlty Supports Some Other Solut|ons The Famlly Resource Center
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< S s Reporton Student Outcomes and School Climate
* ‘ OurSCHOOL Elementary School Survey (9180)

ourscHooL Thickwood Heights School Highlights

Social-Emotional OQutcomes

Students with moderate or high levels of anxiety
Students who have intense feelings of fear, intense anxiety, or
worry about particular events or social situations.

e 46% of students in this school had moderate to high levels of
anxiety; the Canadian norm for these grades is 22%.

e 57% of the girls and 33% of the boys in this school had

moderate to high levels of anxiety. The Canadian norm for girls
is 26% and for boys is 18%.

Students with a positive eudaimonic well-being
Students with positive eudaimonia pursue personally expressive
goals and have a sense of purpose in life.

e 89% of students in this school had positive eudaimonia.

e 93% of the girls and 93% of the boys in this school had positive
eudaimonia.

Students with positive self-regulation
Students who have the ability to consciously control their emotions
and behaviours and maintain focus on a task.

¢ 85% of students in this school had positive self-regulation.

¢ 93% of the girls and 85% of the boys in this school had positive
self-regulation.

Students with moderate or high levels of anxiety

M This year O Canadian Norms

Grade

Students with a positive eudaimonic well-being
100

Percent

Grade

Students with positive self-regulation
100

Percent




