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Doing What's Best for Kids

"Where the Arts Come Alive”

Thickwood Heights School is an elementary school located in Fort McMurray and is part of the Fort McMurray
Public School District. We are a Leader in Me, Apple and Downie Wenjack Legacy School. Thickwood is situated in
a lower/middle socioeconomic neighborhood and offers a daily breakfast and lunch program. Our annual theater
production is a highlight for families, and our grade five and six students compete city wide in a variety of sports.

In the spring of 2024, Thickwood Heights School consists of 9 classes with a total of 239 ECDP - Grade 6 Students.
Our Division One classes make up 60% of our population and our Division Two students are 40% of our community.
Of our 239 students, 14% identify as First Nations, Metis or Inuit and 3% of are English Language Learners. Across
Early learning and both divisions 5% of students have Behaviour Plans, 18% of students have Individual Program
Plans, and 8% of students have Learning Support Plans. Our school counsellor does individual or group counselling
with 35% of our Division Two students and 20% of our Division One students.

Our school has a total of 12 ATA staff and 16 CUPE staff members serving the needs of our students, including a
part-time music teacher, part-time learning assistance coordinator and part-time counsellor. We also have an active
Parent Advisory Council and Student Council that support the school through feedback on events and programming,
and assisting in community connections. Our PAC provided feedback on our assurance plan, goals, and ideas for
literacy and regulation support. Staff meet in division level groups with administration, LAC and our counsellor using
the collaborative response model (CRM) during our PLF days to triangulate data, needs and supports, and reflect
on the input of interventions throughout the school year.

The school motto is “where the arts come alive” and the arts are celebrated in every class at our school. There is an
annual spring theater production, an established music program with lessons three times a week for each class, and
a student led lunchtime art club. We also have a dedicated art room and provide opportunities in PLF for staff
members to learn about art techniques and projects that can be used across grades. Art is infused in our literacy
education and parent evenings.

In addition to our focus on the arts, Thickwood Heights emphasizes the need to increase public awareness and
understanding of the history of residential schools and their legacy. We have a First Nations liaison staff member
who works in a variety of ways with teachers to academically and emotionally support indigenous students and to
promote indigenous culture. To raise awareness and act in reconciliation, our school promotes the seven sacred
teachings and is a Downie Wenjack Legacy School.

“Leadership” at Thickwood Heights is an umbrella term that encompasses the many character traits and life skills
necessary to thrive in the 21st century. We hold monthly assemblies and celebrate students in each grade who
demonstrate “Thunderbird” characteristics of active citizenship. The assemblies are led by students who developed
our Thunderbird criteria. Our grade five and six classes assist with Division One lunchtime, school crossing guards,
and our Student Council meets weekly to lead school events, like talent shows and Multicultural Week. Students in
Division Two lead intramurals in the gym, and have received PALs leadership training. At Thickwood the seven
habits and the seven teachings work together to develop our enrich the learning of our Thunderbirds.

Tifanie Book

Principal Thickwood Heights SchoolDong |
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"Where the Arts Come Alive” Do,’ng What’s Best for K"ds

Learn - Gather, Analyse and Interpret Data

Plan - Identify Needs and Strategize to Address

Act - Resource and Implement the Plan, Adapt as Needed
Reflect - Impact of Plan for Continuous Improvements

High-Quality Learning Opportunities for All
Excellence in Student Learning Outcomes
Supporting First Nations, Métis and Inuit Students
Highly Responsive and Responsible Jurisdiction
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At Thickwood 100% of parent stakeholders feel that teachers care about their child and 97% of student
stakeholders feel teachers are available when they need help, as noted in the overall Accountability Pillar
results from Fall 2023. Thickwood is also above the provincial average with 88.6% of stakeholders satisfied
with the school educational quality. Our school integrates arts into instruction with an emphasis on music,
drama and a theater production each spring. Leadership and Regulation are focus points, through The
Leader in Me, Student Council and the Regulated Classroom. Indigenous knowledge is shared following the
Seven Teachings working toward reconciliation as a Downie Wenjack Legacy School.

Literacy- Increase student achievement through instruction, interventions and parent involvement,
specifically reading comprehension, fluency and writing.

Regulation- Support student learning through continued daily practice of emotional regulation strategies
and enhancing breadth and depth of understanding of strategies.

Demographics: 239 students, 28 staff, 14% First Nations, Metis and Inuit, 3% English as an Additional Language
School Specific: ECDP to Grade 6 Elementary School- Learning through the Arts Focus
Programs: DWF Legacy School, LIM School, APPLE School, Regulated Classroom, Arts Theatrical Production
School Culture: Established teaching staff with four new teachers, new Vice Principal and LAC

1. PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
o Support from FMPSD Literacy and Numeracy Coordinators, Division Family and Play Therapists
o Collaborative grade level groups with new curriculum and resources and CRM for interventions
2. MATERIAL RESOURCES
o UFLI, Circle Forward Text, Levelled Literacy Intervention kits, manipulatives, subscriptions to
Education Applications (Mathletics, Reading Eggs, Prodigy, Accelerated Reader)
3. HUMAN RESOURCES
o Staff Experts (Art, Music, Drama, LAC, FNMI), Division Consultants, parent involvement PAC

~cCC
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Literacy-By June 2025, 80% of Division One students will be at grade level for reading and 80% of Division
ANg

Two students will be meet or exceed report card writing targets. _»_%ﬁ%gs "

Regulation- By June 2025, 80% of students will be able to practice regulation strategies for self and > | ‘,

co-regulation and teachers will have specific knowledge in supporting neurodivergent students.-- Q
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B.4 Safe and Caring

Detail

School: 1844 Thickwood Heights School

Mperton

Government

Percentage of teacher, parent and student agreement that: students are safe at school, are learning the importance of caring for others, are
learning respect for others and are treated fairly in school.

Parent - All

Students treat each other well at your
child's school

Teachers care about your child

Your child is safe at school

Your child is safe on the way to and from
school

Your child is treated fairly by adults at
school

Notes:

2019 |
2020 |
2021 |
2022

| 2023

2019 |

| 2020
' 2021

2022

| 2023

2019

2020

2021 |

2022
2023

2019 |

2023

- 2019

2020

2020 |
- 2021 |
| 2022

2021 |
2022 |
2023 |

17

15
20
12
16
17
15
19
12
16
17
15
19
12
16
17
15
20
11
15
17
14
18
12
16

Strongly
Agree %
24
33
45
17
13
59
60
79
25
19
47
53
47
50
31
41
53
40
36
33
41
64
61
25
19

Agree
%
71
53
50
42
63
35
40
21
67
81
53
47
47
50
63
53
47
60
64
60
53
36
39
67
81

Disagree
%

6

o]
o ©

O O 0O O O 0O 0O OO0 o oo o o oo o ®m o o o o

Disagree %

ololoiojojoiojlojlolojojlojojlojojfojojlojOjlo o 0O N O

Strongly

%
0

N
w N9

O M O O O N O O O OO o0 O 0o o o o o o o

Don't Know = Top
00

2 Box
%

94

87

95
58
75
94
100
100
92
100
100
100
95
100
94
94
100
100
100
93
94
100
100
92

100

1. Data values have been suppressed where the number of respondents/students is fewer than 6. Suppression is marked with an asterisk (*).
2. The AEA survey was introduced as a pilot in 2020/21, when participation was also impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Caution should be

used when interpreting trends over time.

Report Generated: May 28, 2023
Locked with Suppression for May 2023
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B.3 Program of Studies - At Risk Students

Detail
School: 1844 Thickwood Heights School

Mperton

Government

Percentage of teacher, parent and student agreement that programs for children at risk are easy to access and timely.

Student - Grade 4-6

2019 |
2020 |

Can you get help at your school with problems that are not about your

school work 2021

2022
2023

2019
2020

Is it easy to get help with school work at your school if you need it 2021 |
2022

2023

2019 |
2020
When you need it, are teachers at your school available to help you 2021 |
2022 |

Notes:

2023

79
89
70
73
88
79
89
71
73
87
79
89
70
73
88

Yes

%
95
94
83
85
88
96
93
86
92
94
o7
99
94
95
o7

No

2N & w & NN w o X

O W Hh 2 W wWw O

Don't Know = Top 2 Box |
% %
o 95
2 94
10 83
11 85
9 88
0 9
0 93
4 86
3 92
2 94
0 97
0 99
1 94
3 95
3 97

1. Data values have been suppressed where the number of respondents/students is fewer than 6. Suppression is marked with an asterisk (*).
2. The AEA survey was introduced as a pilot in 2020/21, when participation was also impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Caution should be

used when interpreting trends over time.
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Locked with Suppression for May 2023
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